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Hull House and
The Soeial Work It Is Doing.

By E en M Henrotin.

VERY phage of the soclal settlement movement has been written and
talked up except the club feature, and at Hull House this is a distinct
part of the daily currlculum. Miss Jane Addams, who is the head of the
house, is a firm believer In the prineiple of voluntary association. Misgs

Addams's great fear has been that Hull House would become an Institution
rather than a horhe centre for the varidus nelghborhood activities which are
there represented. The atmosphere of the house Ig singularly homelike, It
was an old buflding built by Mr. Hull down on South Halstead "street, when he
intended it to be an cutpost of gentility and to change the neighborhood by
building & beautiful resldence In the midst of small houses, but circumsiances
were too strong, and the handsome residénce was finally abandoned as the
octopus of saloons, pawnshops and tenement houses spread its arms over the
nelghborhood,

Miss Addams found the house ocecupied by a manufacturer of doors and

windows, and was able to secure the upper portion and one side as a residence -

fﬁr herself, Mis: Ella Starr and “"Mlss Mary.” I remembsr Miss Addams re-
lating that the first night they passed in the house, hearing tales of the dan-
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gerous character of the nelghborhood,
they carefully fastened dpors and win-
dows and went to bed In & more or legs :
ptate of slege. In the morning they im |||1 !
found they had forgottem to shut the ““" l“
back door, After this experience, all

terrors of the dangerous nelghborhood —————
;'am‘shed.

In spite of the constant activitiea go-
ifng on In the house, It retains the .
family 1life. The meals are served
promptly, are simple but well cooked,
and are dalnly, The bedrooms are
large and airy, and wvisitors furnish
thelr rooms as they see fit. There are
plenty of beautifol engravings about
the halls and living rooms, and the
public have been thoughtful in donat-
ing the best in art: not always the

H:mcepte{!. but only one or two women.
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Washington Club, the Columbus Club, the Good Fellowship Club and the Boys®
Edueational Club are all flourlshing. The age of the club members is from
clght to ten or twelve, and from twelve to sixteen. The Playroom Club meets
on Tuesdays at 4 o'clock, and the ¢hildren have kKindergarten games, songs and
&toriea. No child under six or above ten s allowed to join. The present mem-
bership s limited to sixty. All these children’s clubs ar¢ a most important
feature of goecin] settlement work.

The Women's Club of Hull House easlly leads all the women's ¢lubs of the
seltlement, as It Is the oldest and largest. About 175 women are members,
and the club i now five years ald, having celebrated the other day. its ﬁ.flh
birthday by an evening reception, to which the husbands of the members were
invited, and a large birthday cake was made the feature of the ogeasion. Miss
Mary McDowell, who was the founder of the Hull House Women's Club and
its président for two years, Is now the héad of the social settlement of the
Unilversity of Chicago. The presidents of the club blew out the candles when
it was time tp cut the cake, and dancing finjshed the evening. The Women's
Clab of Hull House has aceomplished a great work for the nelghborhood in that
it has introduced the element of sosizl life, The ¢lub meeta every Wednesday
at 8 o'clogk in the large lecture room, and a short address is followed by a dis-
cudsgsion, which ends in a goeclal meeting. The mectinga are large and enthu-
siastic, and the greatest freedom of expression and euourtesy of debate pre-
vails, In attending the meetings 1 have been impressed by one featurs, which
is the strong individuality of the members and their freadom in expressing this
individuality. When the women voted In 1illnois for a University trustee, all
the members of Hull House were actively interested, canvasssd their distriets
and voted,

The club h#s entertalned, alsa, the warious nationalities, having German
receptinnﬁ. French reccptions, etec., as the residents in the vicinlty are of
various races. Thelr experience in entertaining on an Talion evening was
unique. They delivered their Invitations to the Itallan resldénts, prepared
their room and supper, and awalted thelr guests, No one appeared. About B
o'clock one of the women anncunced that a large crowd of men stnod at the
door, 8o the president of the club and Miss Addams went oul, and, sure enough,
found to their consternation that all of the men of the Itallan families had
They were dressed in thelr best, and
camé In; enjoyed the performance, some musle and speeches, and the supner
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most expensive, but the best. The
“house mnoty consists of the original
mansion. On one side has been built a wing which c¢ontains a station of the
Chicago Public Library, and above It a pleture gallery. The lower hall of
this wing Is uscd for various Iectures and the meetings of most of the cluhbs,

On the right hand side of the house stands the '(_hlldmns bullding,” in
which all that pertains to the life of the children of Hull Touse is centred;
the kindergarten, the creche, the day nursery, the gymnasium, the playground,
iIn the evening the lower rooms are used for the boys' clubs, and from half-
past § to half-past 7 the Postal SBavings Bank is opened and the children bring
their money. Nothing can convinee these little ones that they will not secure
more interest on thelr deposits by arriving about an hour before the opening
of {he bank, so that the hall is crowded walting for the lady who has it in
charge o open {he door. She never varies & gecond in the time, as in so large
a household it Is very necessary to keep punetually to the hours.f 1E5H

A book might be written about the various lectures and oceupations which
are in progress at Hull House, but I shall speak only of the club feature,
There are various musieal associations. There is a choral class for grown
people and also for children. The children’s choral club is under the direction
of Mr. William Tomlins, and the club is lUmited to 300. Most af the children’s
clube mect In the afternoon, and the names are not always indleative of the
aims of the eluli. For instance, the Alcolt Club has for an object reading and
goclal pleasure, and the Ameriean Rese Club pursues the study of art; while
the Sweet Violet Club, compoged of glrls from elght to ten. have sewing and
games. The Clara Barton Club, composed of girls from fourteen to sixteen,
read short storles. The Little Workers® Club have also sewing, and afterward
p game. All these clubs are under directors who are residents of Hull House.
The children control the clubs and have & meost actlve volee In thelr manage-
ent, but soma wise grown-up person elways is present at their meellnge,

The boys are cqually sctive in club life. The Blegfrled Club, the George
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hugely, Then a game was started in which they could join, and they were

.81l so delighted and had such & fine time that at half-past 10 or 11, when the

hour for*adjourning arrived, thf}' conld with difficulty be persuaded to leave,

Since this unigue party the club has not entertained the [tallans,

The club life of this sogial sattlement could easily be Imitated by churches,
other social gsettlements and by many organlzations, Even by women's elubs,
Why could not s club in any neighborhood secure the use of the vestry rooms
of a meighboring church, send Invitations to the resldents around the ¢hurch
whether they belong or nol, and repsat one of their old programmes, and thus
encourage and foster the social life of the eommunity, for on this broad and
wide social life rests the foundation of our lnw!iectunl. peonomie gnd splritual
well-being as a patlon, ELLEN M. HENROTIN,

- President Gegernl Poderitlon of Women's Clubs,

-

Municipal suffrage in England is not _couﬂnnd. ns many supposs, to a few
rich women, The property gquallfication fur both sexes is smal, and more poor
women than rich ones exorclize the franchise,

.

Mrs. M, 8. Wade, of Chitago, manufactures the peculiar ysllow paper used
L¥ the telegraph companles and the press atsoclations, &nd she has grown
wealthy from i, The process of manufacture {5 a4 secret which che will not
disclose,

.

A woman in Milpitas, €al, Is sald to havea Invented a novel and cffective
cure for degspondency. end kindred cvils, Ehe made It a rule to laugh three
tmes & day, with occasion or without, and’ iz now enjoying excellent health
and enirits,



